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PATNULKARAN
nagavali (or offering to Devas) is performed. The contracting couple sit near the pots, and a number of lights are arranged on the floor. The pots, which represent the Devas, are worshipped.]
11 The namakarana, or name-giving ceremony, is performed on the eleventh day after birth. An eighth child, whether male or female, is called Krishna, owing to the tradition that Krishna was born as the eighth child of Vasudeva. Babies are affectionately called Duddu (milk) or Pilla (child). The annaprasana, or first feeding of the child, is sometimes celebrated at the end of the first year, but usually as a preliminary to some subsequent ceremony. Sometimes, in performance of a vow, boys are taken to the shrine at Tirupati for the tonsure ceremony. The upanayana is performed between the seventh and twelfth years, but neither brahmacharya nor samavartana is observed.
" The dead are burnt, and the remains of the bones are collected and deposited under water. Death pollution lasts only for ten days. The sradh, or annual ceremony, when oblations are offered to ancestors, is observed. Widows are allowed to retain their hair, but remove the bottu. Unlike Brahman women, they chew betel, and wear coloured cloths, even in old age."
The Patnulkarans have a secret trade language, concerning which Mr. C. Hayavadana Rao writes as follows. " The most remarkable feature about it is the number of terms and phrases borrowed from the craft, to which special meanings are given. Thus a man of no status is stigmatised as a rikhta khandu, i.e., a spindle without the yarn. Similarly, a man of little sense, is called a mhudha, the name of a thick peg which holds one side of the roller. Likewise, a talkative person is referred to as a rhetta, or roller used for winding the
